
 
 
 
 

CATERING POLICIES 
FOR 

WHATCOM COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
 

PLANNING YOUR EVENT 
1. Decide what type of event you would like. 
2. Reserve the room as soon as possible to guarantee that you’ll get 

the room to fit the need for your event.  Call 360-383-3341. 
3. Plan your menu with the Dockside Catering Office, 360-650-5346 or 

x3341.  This should be done no later than 2 weeks in advance of your 
event. You will receive a written confirmation by mail or e-mail. 

4. For additional information regarding: guarantees late 
reservations, cancellations, alcohol at events, leftovers, 
attendants, delivery charges, pricing, rentals and billing please 
contact the catering office. 

 
Guarantees:  To help plan for your event, we will need your projected 
attendance 5 working days in advance and your guaranteed number must 
be called in at least 3 working days before the event.  If the guarantee is 
not received within this time period, your last count will constitute the 
guaranteed figure.  Your final billing will reflect 100% of your guarantee 
or the actual attendance, whichever is greater.  We will prepare to serve 
5% over the guaranteed count. 
 
Late Reservations: Normally, reservations, menus, and service details 
should be finalized seven days before the day of your event.  For late 
reservations, five days or less prior to the event, approval must be 
obtained from the Catering Manager.  There will be a 15% late charge for 
Catering requests placed with less than 4 business days notice.  For less 
than 24 hours notice of an event there will a 20% late charge. 
 
Cancellations:  There is no charge for cancellations made at least 2 
business days before an event.  Cancellations made less than 2 business 
days before an event, are subject to a 50% service charge based on the 
guarantee.  For cancellations with 24 hours notice the customer will be 
charged for all costs incurred for the event, not to exceed the total 
amount of the event. 
 
Alcohol at Events:  We do not have a liquor license, and therefore may 
not sell alcohol.  You may obtain a Banquet Permit for events where 
alcohol is present.  You must provide any alcohol you would like us to 
serve.  Any alcohol must be given to the catering department prior to the 
event for proper chilling and must be picked up directly after the event.  
We will not be responsible for the storage of the alcohol after the event.  
Please adhere to all State laws and Campus policies.   
 
Bartenders:  Occasions that require a bartender will be charged at the 
rate of $18.00 per hour. 
 



Leftovers:  We try to plan your event so that there will be little or no 
food left.  Please remember, however, that because of state health laws, 
leftovers may not be taken after a catered event. 
 
Attendants:  Services and customers that require attendants will be 
charged at the rate of $15.00 per hour including travel time to and from 
the event as well as service time. 
 
Delivery Charges:  Prices quoted in this brochure are for services in all 
of the facilities located on campus at Whatcom Community College.  
Coffee service, Reception and Box Lunches delivered to off-campus 
locations will be charged $15.00 for a delivery fee per event within a 5-
mile radius of Whatcom Community College.  All Breakfast, Lunches, and 
Dinners up to 40 guest and served outside of the regular food service 
facility at Syre Center will be charged a delivery fee of $1.00 per person.  
Event with more than 40 guests will be charged a delivery fee of $1.00 per 
person for the first 40 guests and $.50 per person for additional guests. 
 
Delivery to Remote Locations:  Catering Manager will determine 
charges for special deliveries to off-campus sites based on complexity of 
event, distance from campus and travel time. 
 
Pricing:  Prices quoted are for events held during the time classes are in 
session from September 1 throught June 30.  Periods such as holidays, 
quarterly breaks and weekends will be charged based on additional cost 
incurred.  There is a minimum order for all catered services of $36.00.  All 
box lunches, light luncheons, buffets and served meals require a minimum 
number of 25 people.  Prices listed in the catering brochure are for groups 
of 25 people or more.  For events less than 25 people, please use the 
following guide: 
 20 to 24 attendees – 5% increase in per person price 
 15 to 19 attendees – 15% increase in per person price 
 10 to 14 attendees – 25% increase in per person price 
 1 to 9 attendees – 50% increase in per person price 
 
Billing:  Invoices paid by PO will be directly sent to the Business Office for 
payment.  Otherwise, invoice will be sent to on-campus department or 
person for payment.  All off-campus customers will need to pay a deposit 
of ½ of the cost of the event a week in advance  of the event and the 
balance the day of the event.  Larger events will require an advance 
deposit and final payment at the event. 
 
Confirmation:  After placing your order, you will receive a copy of a 
event sheet.  Please check this copy for errors.  This copy is your 
confirmation that your order has been placed, if you do not receive 
confirmation, please contact us. 
 
Contact Information:  Please contact the General Manger by e-mail; 
jvaz@whatcom.ctc.edu or by phone at 360-383-3342 or x 3341. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:jvaz@whatcom.ctc.edu

